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Abstract:

In the wake of a species extinction event unprecedented in human history, how the variety, distribution, and
abundance of life on earth may influence health has gained credence as a worthy subject for research and
study at schools of public health and for consideration among policy makers. This article reviews a few of the
principal ways in which health depends on biodiversity, including the discovery of new medicines,
biomedical research, the provision of food, and the distribution and spread of infections. It also examines
how changes in biological diversity underlie much of the global burden of disease and how a more thorough
understanding of life on earth and its relationships has the potential to greatly alleviate and prevent human
suffering.
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Resource Description

Exposure :  

weather or climate related pathway by which climate change affects health

 Ecosystem Changes, Extreme Weather Event, Food/Water Quality, Food/Water Security, Sea Level
Rise, Temperature

Extreme Weather Event: Drought, Flooding

Food/Water Quality: Other Water Quality Issue

Water Quality (other): salinity of groundwater

Food/Water Security: Agricultural Productivity

Temperature: Fluctuations

Geographic Feature:  

resource focuses on specific type of geography

 None or Unspecified

Geographic Location:  

resource focuses on specific location
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resource focuses on specific location

 Global or Unspecified

Health Impact:  

specification of health effect or disease related to climate change exposure

 Infectious Disease, Malnutrition/Undernutrition, Morbidity/Mortality

Infectious Disease: General Infectious Disease, Vectorborne Disease, Zoonotic Disease

Intervention:  

strategy to prepare for or reduce the impact of climate change on health

 A focus of content

Mitigation/Adaptation:  

mitigation or adaptation strategy is a focus of resource

 Adaptation

Population of Concern: A focus of content

Population of Concern:  

populations at particular risk or vulnerability to climate change impacts

 Low Socioeconomic Status

Resource Type:  

format or standard characteristic of resource

 Review

Resilience:  

capacity of an individual, community, or institution to dynamically and effectively respond or adapt to
shifting climate impact circumstances while continuing to function

 A focus of content

Timescale:  

time period studied

 Time Scale Unspecified
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